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BSI Services (Trinidad) Limited
Diversification is the key

BSI Services (Trinidad) Limited is the Caribbean-based 
subsidiary of a specialty construction company that’s 
based in Mountain View, Wyoming, and serves clients 
around the world. The company provides project man-
agement for piping, mechanical and civil installations 
for new construction, renovations and turnarounds, as 
well as safety, supervisory, and engineering training, 
vessel fabrication, repair, and other specialty services.

Chris Kellum, BSI’s Regional Strategic Operations As-
sistant, says that BSI first came to Trinidad and Tobago 

in 1997, to work at the new Atlantic LNG facility in the 
Point Fortin area. Subsequently, the company set up 
a full fabrication, design, and engineering operation 
in Le Brea, that was further developed into an ASME 
(American Society of Mechanical Engineers) code 
shop. “We do ASME-coded vessel fabrication, design, 
and manufacturing and we’re an ASME and NBIC (Na-
tional Board Inspection Code) vessel repair facility,” he 
says. (The NBIC provides standards for the installation, 
inspection, and repair and/or alteration of boilers, 
pressure vessels, and pressure relief devices.)
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BSI Trinidad is primarily a pressure vessel manufactur-
ing and servicing facility, but also provides turnaround 
support services, piping, structural steel fabrication, 
and general construction and contracting, “but our 
niche is with ASME code work,” Kellum states. “There 
are two different stamps that we hold from ASME. 
One is called a U1 stamp and the other is called an 
S stamp. The U1 stamp licenses us to build unfired 
pressure vessels, and the S stamp allows us to build 
fired pressure vessels. A few years ago, we finished a 
power plant here in Le Brea, Trinidad – the TGU Power 
Plant – and they have fired pressure vessels in their 
steam boilers. We’re the only contractor on the island 
that has an S stamp for manufacturing fired pressure 
vessels.”

Interestingly, BSI started out 30 years ago in the U.S. 
as a safety company, and, today, it still provides safety 
services, equipment rental, confined space and high 
angle rescue teams, and an extensive training suite for 
safety training through OSHA (Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration) in Trinidad and Tobago. “We di-
versified into the turnaround business in the mid-‘80s, 
with the last bust that we had in the oil business,” Kel-
lum explains. “We were strictly in the oil field safety 
side working the drilling operations. So, we diversified 

there, and in Trinidad, we diversified in the services 
and full construction side.”

Being nimble enough to diversify is what allows a com-
pany such as BSI to survive the booms and busts en-
demic to the oil industry. And now, Kellum says that it 
is trying to wait out yet another bust. “This is the third 
time we’ve been through this,” he avers. “Our parent 
company has been in business since the late ‘70s and 
this is the third time this has happened in the history 
of the company. It’ll eventually turn around; it takes 
time and a lot of patience. You have to diversify; you 
have to have a niche to fit into and then diversify the 
services you’re providing.”

“In Trinidad, when we first came down here, there was 
an industrial explosion. We worked on straight con-
struction projects until 2013,” he continues. “That’s 
when the Recession started hitting hard. Companies 
are not spending as much money on capital projects 
as they were prior to the Recession; they really pulled 
in their spending. A couple of years ago, we were work-
ing anywhere from 50 to 100 projects a year. That’s 
been cut in half. This year, our project count is around 
30 for the year. A couple of years ago, the projects 
were valued between $2-5 million; now we’re doing 

AT A GLANCE
WHO: BSI Services (Trinidad) Limited

WHAT: A construction and project management 
company

WHERE: La Brea, Trinidad & Tobago

WEBSITE: www.bsi-services.com
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Isotech uses CARBER® tools, who became a company in the 1990s when they invented and patented some services 
that revolutionize the way piping tie-ins are performed. Our system of technologies eliminates the need to get lines 100% 
LEL/gas free in order to perform hot work on them; as well, our technologies keep you from needing to perform extensive 
cleaning & blinding, scaffold building, and full line-filled hydro’s, plus much more, during your projects. We can hydro a 
102” weld with only ½-gallon (1.9 liters) of water, without filling the entire line or system! In essence, we assist you in 
being able to perform your tie-ins surgically.

SERVICES
n  CARBER Weld Test*
n  Hot Taps
n  CARBER Self-Restrained Isolation
     (hydrostatic & hydrodynamic)*
n  CARBER Isolation
     (hydrostatic & hydrodynamic)*
n  CARBER Plain-End Test*
n  Line Stops
n  Cold Cutting & Simultaneous Beveling
n  Conventional Hydrotesting
n  CARBER Nozzle Test*
n  Stud Removal

n  Prefabricated Module & Spool 
     Hydrotesting
n  Controlled Bolting (i.e. torquing, 
      tensioning)
n  Nut Splitting
n  Field Machining (i.e. fl ange & 
     exchanger component facing, 
     milling, line boring, spot surfacing, 
     internal transitioning)
n  Leak Sealing
n  Hydrotesting
n  Pipe Wrap Repairs

 * Service provided through the use of patented CARBER® technology

CARBER®’s technologies are perfect for maintenance/repair/revamp jobs 
where new tees, elbows, branch welds, breakout fl anges, etc… are needed, 
especially in making tie-ins. In fact, we can isolate and test in and through 
long radius elbows and tees that are 6” or larger in diameter. Because we 
use such little medium (a 72” weld uses a total of 1/3 gallon / 102” uses 
½-gallon) in our isolations and tests, we can use water, peanut oil, glycol, 
mineral oil, motor oil, nitrogen, etc… If you system is water-sensitive, we can 
even circulate nitrogen around our tool to dry out any moisture in the line 
before we break the seals of the tool. This is perfect for refrigeration lines, 
hydrogen lines, acid lines, compressor systems, and more! 

ISOTECH LTD WILL PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING BENEFITS:

n   Contribute to a Safer and More Simplifi ed Way of Executing work at Tie-points / Work-points
n   Reduce the Overall Cost of this Work
n   Contribute to Shortening Your Schedule Associated with this Work
n   Reduces Risk due to the elimination of a multitude of tasks traditionally associated with this type of work
n   Reduce the environmental impact of your project (not opening up leak-tight fl anges to install blinds; not 
fi lling entire lines with water)

29A Harmony Hall  /  Gasparillo, Trinidad, W.I.
Mr. Navin Bissoon  /  868-703-2383 / 7032352  /  Offi ce: 868-271-1982
nbissoon@isotechltd.com

www.isotechltd.com    |    info@isotechltd.com

ONLINE: 
CARBER.COM

ISO 9001:2015 Certifi ed

http://www.isotechltd.com
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a few projects of two and three hundred thousand, 
upwards to $1.5 million. So, the size of the projects 
and their quantity has really been reduced. The work 
that they’re doing now is ‘license to operate’ work; it’s 
work that they have to do to continue to operate their 
facilities – maintenance work and repair work that’s 
required. They’re not doing the optional ‘if we improve 
this, we can make more product,’ type of operations, 
they’re doing ‘if we fix this, we can keep running’ type 
of operations. So we’ve had to diversify back into the 
service sector to support those operations.”

In fact, when it comes to diversifying, Kellum says that 
over the next five years, he would like to see BSI diver-
sify completely out of the petrochemical industry, all 
together, and into other areas such as food service, 
transportation, and tank fabrication. And he believes 
that the company’s core competencies would translate 
well. “You don’t have explosive gases running through 
a soup plant, but you do have high temperatures, the 

same types of corrosion, the same types of problems, 
but they have to be fixed to a much more stringent 
standard than what we’re dealing with now as far as 
cleanliness and material traceability,” he says. “And 
those are things, that with our quality program that we 
have in place, and our ethics that we have in putting 
out a good clean product, it’s easier for us to move up 
to the food services industry than it is for someone to 
come over out of that industry to ours and try to do the 
same type of work.”

Meanwhile BSI Services Trinidad Limited will contin-
ue to offer its current clients the same high quality 
work for which it is known throughout the island na-
tion. “We’re an ISO 9001/2008 company,” Kellum de-
clares. “It’s a quality standard that we meet. There’s 
also a requirement within Trinidad and Tobago that’s 
called the STOW certification (Safe to Work). STOW cer-
tification is required with all of your large oil compa-
nies in Trinidad. Out of all the companies that certify in 
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Trinidad, BSI Services scores in the top two out of 476 
companies.”

In addition, BSI Services is also well-known for its hon-
esty and integrity. “If it’s not the right way to do it, then 
we’re not entertaining it,” says Kellum. “We’re only go-
ing to do it if it’s the right way. We have a moral obliga-
tion to do that, and we’re going to tell you the way it is.”

PREFERRED VENDORS
Isotech Ltd. - Isotech Ltd is registered as a Limited 
Liability Company in Trinidad and Tobago. Formerly 
known as Carber Trinidad, Isotech provides specialized 
services to a wide range of customers in the Trinidad 
Energy Sector. The company was established in June 
2013 to reduce risk to people while improving plant 
and equipment reliability in a cost-effective manner. 

Isotech holds the licensed patent rights from Carber 
for a number of products which offer a variety of ben-
efits to the end user such as cost savings, efficiency, 
time savings, improved safety, and reduced environ-
mental impact. Its core services include the provision 
of an innovative hydrostatic testing process and hydro-
static/hydrodynamic isolation systems.

Some of Isotech’s customers include: Atlantic LNG, 
British Gas/ Trinidad & Tobago, Petrotrin, Methanex, 
Phoenix Park Gas Processors Ltd., IPSL, Trinity Explo-
ration and Production Ltd., BP Galeota, BHP Billinton, 
EOG Resources, Samsung, Engineering Ltd., CB&I 
Americas, and Pint Lisas Nitrogen Ltd. - www.iso-
techltd.com

Non Destructive Testers Ltd. - www.ndt.co.tt

Committed to the provision of Non Destructive Testing services, ALWAYS maintaining the highest standards of quality.

NON DESTRUCTIVE TESTERS LTD

#394 Cipero Road, St. John’s Village, San Fernando, Trinidad, W.I. n Tel: 868-221-1658/1720/653-0275/8122 Fax: 868-652-5089 
info@ndt.co.tt n www.ndt.co.tt

• INDUSTRIAL RADIOGRAPHY:  
   GAMMA RAY & X-RAY
• WELDING PROCEDURE 
   & WELDERS 
   QUALIFICATION
• BOILER & PRESSURE VESSEL 
   EXAMINATION
• LIQUID DYE PENETRANT
   EXAMINATION
• MAGNETIC PARTICLE 
   EXAMINATION
• PAINT & COATING INSPECTION

• POSITIVE MATERIAL 
   IDENTIFICATION
• VACUUM BOX EXAMINATION
• HEAT TREATMENT SERVICES
• ULTRASONIC EXAMINATION
• CRANE EXAMINATION 
   & LOAD TESTING
• HARDNESS TESTING
• HOLIDAY DETECTION
• QUALITY CONTROL 
   & ASSURANCE
• BOROSCOPE EXAMINATION

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

http://www.ndt.co.tt
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