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Resin Converters Limited

A man on a mission to save the environment

Christian Quesnel is a man with a very interesting prob-
lem - as well as a fierce desire to solve it. Quesnel is
the Founder and Managing Director of Resin Convert-
ers Limited, a Trinidad-based company that is a world-
class manufacturer of plastic packaging products for
the chemical, food, personal care, and pharmaceuti-
cal industries. Quesnel created Resin Converters in
2000. Today, it is the largest contract manufacturer
of HDPE plastic bottles in Trinidad. The company’s 85

employees produce a diverse range of plastic jars,

bottles, and other plastic products for large local and
international corporations.
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Quesnel’s predicament is not that his business isn’t
doing well. His quandary is that the very products that
his company manufactures are the same ones that
are responsible for harming the environment he so
dearly loves. “I'm a boating person,” he explains. “I like
the sea and | didn’t like what was happening in our en-
vironment and our waterways because of the plastics
in the environment. | wanted to learn more about the
plastics industry and why they couldn’t be re-used.”

Atfirst, Quesnel attempted to either buy into, or buy out,
a company that was already in the rigid plastic packag-




ing industry. When that effort proved unsuccessful, he
started his own operation. He knew something about
plastic bottle manufacturing because of his previous
job with a chlorine manufacturing company that used
plastic bottles as packaging for its bleach. “The mas-
ter plan,” he says, “was to become the best in the field,
to produce quality products in a cost-effective manner,
and at the same time, learn more about the plastics in-
dustry to be able to get involved in plastics recycling.”

And that is the gist of Quesnel’s dilemma. At the same
time that Resin Converters is providing technological-
ly-advanced plastic packaging solutions, and is one of
the largest plastic container manufacturers of blow
molded HDPE (high-density polyethylene) products
on the island, its owner’s “hidden agenda” is trying to
figure out how to address the reduction of high pro-
portions of virgin resin in new bottle production, while
increasing the use of recycled waste material.

AT A GLANCE

WHO: Resin Converters Limited

WHAT: Manufacturer of plastic packaging prod-

ucts for the chemical, food, personal care, and
pharmaceutical industries.

WHERE: Caroni, Trinidad

WEBSITE: www.resinconverterstt.com

The conundrum is daunting. Quesnel explains: “Recy-
cling, bottle to bottle (B2B) is very, very costly - and
it cannot replace 100 percent of the bottles that are
made. You can only use a certain percentage of recy-
cled material. Even if someone became a perfect recy-
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cler, and made the resin that can be used again, there
is always virgin material that needs to be added to it.”
In addition, under United States’ FDA (Food and Drug
Administration) standards, which all companies must
be guided by, it is impermissible, under present regu-
lations, for Resin Converters to add post-consumer re-
cycled materials in the production of packaging that
goes back into the food industry. “We don’t have the
mechanism for cleaning the material, at this point,” he
laments. And so far, his company has been limited to
using up to a 35 percent recycling ratio for products it
sells to the chemical industry.

Quesnel is the first one to accept the strange ambi-
guity of his situation and that the solutions will not
come overnight. “It takes time,” he admits. “You have
to get the financing to buy the machinery and a suf-
ficient guarantee of available feedstock waste to meet
financial viability considerations.” And yet he remains
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129 Marketing & Distribution Services Limited is a family
owned business, operating out of Endeavour Chaguanas.

Although newly established the company’s resources
personnel has over thirty years experience in the Industrial
and Janitorial sectors. The company caters to the needs ot the
Industrial, Janitorial, Service and Hospitality industries.

Our strengths lie in our network of suppliers who have
afforded us the opportunity to meet the many and varied
requirements of our customer hase.

The company pride itself in providing excellent service,
quality products and a competitive price offering.

129 Marketing & Distribution Services Ltd.

#7 Olive Court, Coconut Drive Endeavour Chaguanas.
Contact us @ 665-7705/333-2696/620-9293
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hopeful. “But these problems are going to be solved
in the not-too-distant future,” he believes. “There are
many people working on this problem, world-wide.
There are technologies in the U.S. that successfully
takes comingled plastics and make boards and pallets
out of them. That industry has been around for a while
in the U.S.” Quesnel points to a company called JET
Recycling America, Inc. a Nevada-based business that
uses a proprietary technology to transform virtually all
forms and grades of plastic waste, comingled and re-
gardless of contamination, directly into valuable, 100
percent recycled products.

According to Quesnel, even though Trinidad is a small

country, between 50 and 60 million plastic bottles are
disposed of into the waste system, every month. He
believes that a big part of the problem is that his fel-
low citizens are not well-educated about the need and
benefits of recycling. “We do not have the proper edu-
cational material out in the schools and in the general
media,” he says. “But I'm going to continue trying to
get good sense to prevail; to get my country to accept
that recycling is necessary - not only of plastics, but
of all the other recycle-friendly materials. We have to
treat waste as a potential income and not just taking
it to the dump and waste disposal areas, loading more
dirt on top of it and thinking it will go away. It's not go-
ing to go away. We have to deal with it.”
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So Quesnel will continue to persevere on his two par-
allel agendas. His company has plans to expand its
product line into other areas, in order to grow its cli-
ent base, which, in turn, will generate more revenue
that can be channeled to the recycling side of his busi-
ness. “I'm a stubborn man,” he declares. “I don’t like
to give up and | will not give up. Plastic is one of the
most fabulous materials that man has developed. It’s
a great packaging product. But with it comes some re-
sponsibility. We can’t just use it once and dispose of
it; it has to be able to be re-used or converted. | have a
desire to get this right.”

Chris Quesnel is a man on a mission to help save the
environment. And fulfilling that mission will not only
be personally rewarding, it will potentially benefit all
of the people who inhabit Trinidad and Tobago - and
perhaps all the rest of the world, as well.

PREFERRED VENDORS

129 Marketing & Distribution Service Ltd. -

129 Marketing & Distribution Services is a family-
owned business, operating out of Endeavor Chagua-
nas. The company’s resources personnel have over
thirty years experience in the industrial and janito-
rial sectors. 129 Marketing and Distribution caters
to the needs of the industrial, janitorial, service, and
hospitality industries. Its strength lies in its network
of suppliers, such as Sanitisu, which helps it to meet
the requirements of its customer base. The company
prides itself in providing quality products at competi-
tive prices. - 129mdsltd@gmail.com

R.E.S Engineering Solutions Limited - www.resengtt.
com

©
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R.E.S. Engineering Solutions Ltd. www.resengtt.com are Electrical and Mechanical Engineering Specialists and was
incorporated under the laws of Trinidad and Tobago, Ministry of Legal Affairs, Companies Act, 1995 (Chapter 81:01). R.E.S. is
the acronym for Rotating Equipment Specialist which highlights our area of expertise in all rotating equipment inclusive of but
not limited to motors, compressors, generators and pumps. We are also the regional’s exclusive agents for two (2) major global
0.P.M. manufacturers:

ISEL is a specialist industrial engineered lubricant manufacturer. www.iselinc.com
Keltec Techno Labs is a compressor parts manufacturer. www.keltec.ind

R.E.S.” team consists of qualified and trained specialists who provide consultancy, preventative and predictive maintenance
services to all our clients. We have a diversified group of clients from various industries such as industrial and/or process plant
operations, manufacturing, education, health and hospitality. At R.E.S., we do not just provide products and service, we also
deliver a superior customer service experience. This experience is mainly due to our commitment to quality assurance which
is further enhanced through the collaborative use of our team’s diverse skills and competencies to establish, deliver and
maintain relationships with our clients.

Streatham Lodge Road, St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago | Ph: (868) 662-7375 | Fax : (868) 645-4324
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www.resinconverterstt.com




